
 

 1 

West Clinton Fire District 

Best Practice 
Use of Safety Vests 

Best Practice No. 803 
 
I. Purpose 
 
 1. This West Clinton Fire District Best Practice establishes the procedures regarding the 

mandatory use of safety vests. 
 2. Defines how and when to use the safety vests by Fire Department members. 
 3. Defines the Fire Department’s responsibility in the maintenance, repair, and 

replacement of the safety vests. 
 4. The Federal Highway Administration's (FHWA) recent issuance of a final rule 

(Worker Visibility, 23 CFR Part 634) demonstrates the need for all workers who 
are exposed either to public traffic or to construction vehicles and equipment to 
wear high-visibility apparel (safety vests). Section 634.3 of the Worker Visibility 
Rule states: 

All workers within the right-of-way of a Federal-aid highway who are 
exposed either to traffic (vehicles using the highway for purposes of 
travel) or to construction equipment within the work area shall wear high-
visibility safety apparel.  

The District’s interpretation is that it applies to all Fire Department 
members being involved in an activity or emergency where traffic is involved. 

 5. The purpose of this requirement, as stated in section 634.1, is "to decrease the 
likelihood of worker fatalities or injuries caused by motor vehicles and 
construction vehicles and equipment...." In the preamble to the Worker Visibility 
rule, the FHWA stated: 

High visibility is one of the most prominent needs for workers who must 
perform tasks near moving vehicles or equipment. The need to be seen by 
those who drive or operate vehicles or equipment is recognized as a 
critical issue for worker safety. The sooner a worker in or near the path of 
travel is seen, the more time the operator has to avoid an accident. The 
FHWA recognized this fact and included language in the 2000 Edition of 
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) to address this  
issue.  
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II. Wearing Requirements 
 
 1. All Fire Department members must wear a safety vest whenever they are on 

roads or driveways where there is traffic. This includes firefighters, rescue squad 
members, fire police, and auxiliary. 

 2. Each member will be issued a safety vest that contains a flasher  as part of their 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 

 3. Fire police members will receive a fire police safety vest and a lime green jacket each 
with a flasher . 

 4. Interior firefighters will remove their safety vest prior to wearing their SCBA and 
entering a burning structure and other fires hot zones. 

 5. It is required that safety vests be placed on any PPE while stored so it is available 
immediately when the PPE is worn. 

 6. The safety vests are worn at emergencies where there are traffic, parking traffic 
control, and other activities where they will be involved with traffic. 

 7. The safety vests are not worn during parades or funeral processions. 
 8. The flasher is a red LED light that can be operated in three modes; fast flashing on/off, 

slow flashing on/off, and always on. It must be turned on/off with a white push 
button switch.  

9. There will be at least two vests located on all District vehicles for use by members 
when required.  

 
III. Responsibilities 
 
 1. Chief Officers and company line officers will insure Fire Department members wear 

their safety vests in compliance with this Best Practice. 
 2. Chief Officers have the responsibility to issue the safety vests with flashers. 
 3. Company line officers have the responsibility to provide batteries (AA) when needed 

and to insure the flasher works during inventory inspections. 
 
This Best Practice was approved by the West Clinton Board of Fire Commissioners on February 
27, 2013 and becomes effective on February 27, 2013. This Best Practice supersedes any 
previous Best Practice, Standard Operating Guideline (SOG), or Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOP) on use of safety vests by Fire Department members. 


